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This form is used to seek consent from persons with an interest in an area of land (eligible interest holder) 
for a sequestration activity (project) to be implemented by the project proponent (proponent) on that land. This 
consent is required for any proposed project that involves sequestration, i.e. storage of carbon in vegetation or 
soil.
Each eligible interest holder must complete a separate form. All completed forms must then accompany the 
Declaration of an Eligible Offsets Project application form completed by the project proponent for the project to 
be declared as an eligible offsets project under the Carbon Farming Initiative (CFI). For a proposed project to be 
declared eligible, the Clean Energy Regulator must be satisfied that each eligible interest holder has consented, 
in writing, to the making of the application. 
Blank copies of this form, and the Declaration of an Eligible Offsets Project application form to which this 
completed consent form must be attached, are available from www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au
Note: This consent form is not required where consent is set out in a registered indigenous land use agreement.

Purpose of this form

Project Proponents 
You must print or obtain a copy of this form for each eligible interest holder. You must then complete and 
sign Part A of this form before seeking each eligible interest holder’s consent. 

Eligible Interest Holders 
You need to complete and sign Part B of this form but you should not do so unless Part A has been completed 
and signed by the project proponent.
Before signing this consent form, it is strongly recommended that all eligible interest holders read and 
understand the project proposal, and where necessary obtain independent legal advice in relation to 
providing this consent.
In particular, eligible interest holders should understand the implications of permanence obligations and carbon 
maintenance obligations (CMOs). These obligations have long term implications for the land on which projects 
take place. See the further information provided below on these obligations.
Under the CFI the project proponent is required to have the legal right to carry out the project. This right may 
include, but is not limited to, having the exclusive carbon rights for the project area. The proponent carries the 
responsibility for implementing the project in accordance with the Carbon Credits (Carbon Farming Initiative) 
Act 2011 (CFI Act) and the Carbon Credits (Carbon Farming Initiative) Regulations 2011 (CFI Regulations). 
The purpose of implementing a CFI project is ultimately to have Australian carbon credit units issued to the 
proponent, which can be traded in compliance and voluntary carbon markets.
Eligible interest holders may also wish to consult the CFI guidance material regarding CFI sequestration 
projects. Some of this guidance has been provided below. Further information on the scheme, including the 
CFI Act and CFI Regulations, the methodologies approved for use under the scheme, and other forms and 
materials are available from www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au

What you need to do

Carbon Farming Initiative
Eligible Interest Holder Consent
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Numbers and kinds of eligible interest holders will vary between projects, depending on the nature of the land title 
and project type. Examples include (but are not limited to):
Non-Crown Land
•	 Registered	legal	estate	or	interest	in	the	land
•	 Registered	mortgage	or	charge	over	any	registered	legal	estate	or	interest	in	the	land
•	 Registered	Native	Title	Body	Corporate
Crown Land
•	 Crown	Lands	Minister	(except	in	relation	to	exclusive	possession	native	title	land	or	general	law	freehold	land	

rights land)
•	 Holder	of	a	legal	estate	or	interest,	where	the	estate	or	interest:

– came into existence as a result of a Crown grant (or, was derived from such an estate or interest), or
– was created by, or under, legislation (or, was derived from such an estate or interest)

•	 Mortgage	or	charge	over	any	such	legal	estate	or	interest
•	 Registered	Native	Title	Body	Corporate	for	any	native	title	interest	in	the	land
Land Rights Land
•	 If	lease	in	force	(and	lease	granted	under	special	legislation	for	the	benefit	of	Aboriginal	people	or	Torres	Strait	

Islanders), the Minister who administers the legislation
•	 If	land	is	held	by	the	Commonwealth	(or	a	Commonwealth	statutory	authority),	the	Minister	who	administers	the	

Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act 1976 or the Act that establishes the statutory authority, as the 
case may be, otherwise

•	 Crown	lands	Minister	(except	in	relation	to	freehold	land	rights	land)
•	 Registered	Native	Title	Body	Corporate	for	any	native	title	interest	in	the	land.

Eligible interest holders

The value of Australian carbon credit units is dependent on whether they are equivalent to, or compensate for, 
emissions from other sectors. The CFI has been designed to provide consumers with confidence that each carbon 
credit issued can genuinely offset a tonne of CO2-e emissions. 
Carbon in vegetation or soils can only offset emissions if it is stored long term. If the carbon was subsequently 
released back into the atmosphere, for example because vegetation was cleared, it could not offset emissions. 
For this reason sequestration projects that store carbon in vegetation or soil are subject to permanence 
obligations. 
The internationally accepted timeframe to ensure sequestration is equivalent to emissions is 100 years, based on 
the estimated life of a tonne of CO2-e in the atmosphere. The permanence arrangements for the CFI have been 
designed to ensure that carbon stored by CFI projects is maintained for at least 100 years, while allowing 
flexibility to change land uses in the future. 
Proponents and/or landholders choosing to participate in the CFI do not have to sign a contract with the 
government committing to maintain carbon for 100 years. Proponents can choose to cancel their project at 
any time, for example because they wish to sell the land or use it for something else. This would require the 
relinquishment (handing back) of Australian carbon credit units by the proponent. 
Proponents wishing to close or revoke a project could choose to purchase credits at the market price and hand 
those credits back. Alternatively, they could earn credits from another project and hand back those credits instead. 
CFI sequestration projects may be noted on land titles or relevant land registers to help ensure that anyone 
buying a property is aware if there is a CFI sequestration project on it. Buyers should consult the Register of 
Offsets Projects to check the type of project, how many credits have been issued, how long the project has been 
in operation and other details. The register will be available at www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au
Example 1	 Landholder	A	has	a	CFI	sequestration	project	being	carried	out	on	their	property,	for	which	

they	are	the	project	proponent.	If	Landholder	A	has	Australian	carbon	credit	units	issued	from	
the project, they are obligated to maintain the carbon on their property for 100 years. Should 
Landholder	A	then	decide	to	use	the	land	for	a	different	purpose,	Landholder	A	would	have	to	
relinquish those, or equivalent credits, in order to close the project.

Example 2	 Landholder	B	granted	Proponent	X	the	carbon	sequestration	rights	over	a	property	so	that	a	
CFI	project	could	be	carried	out	on	the	land.	When	Proponent	X	submitted	the	application	for	
the	project	to	be	declared	eligible	under	the	CFI,	Landholder	B	provided	a	written	consent	for	
the	project	to	be	carried	out	on	their	land.	If	Proponent	X	has	Australian	carbon	credit	units	
issued	from	the	project,	they	are	obligated	to	maintain	the	carbon	on	Landholder	B’s	property	for	
100	years.	If	Landholder	B	decides	to	use	the	land	for	a	different	purpose,	and	Proponent	X	has	
been	issued	with	any	Australian	carbon	credit	units	from	the	project,	Proponent	X	will	have	to	
relinquish those, or equivalent credits, in order to close the project.

Permanence obligation



3 of 6CFI005 (03/12) V2.0_17/3/12

If carbon is lost through natural disturbance (e.g. bushfire, drought or disease), action to manage fire 
(e.g. establishing a fire break) or vandalism, landholders/proponents are not required to return credits. Instead, 
they must take reasonable action to ensure that carbon stores are re-established. Carbon stores may recover 
naturally after drought or bushfire with only modest intervention by the proponent, but in some cases active 
re-establishment or management may be necessary. 
Proponents will not receive credits while the carbon stores are recovering. Once carbon stores reach and exceed 
pre-disturbance levels, credits will start to be issued again. This provides an incentive to manage losses and to 
re-establish carbon stores as quickly as possible.
Proponents are required to maintain the carbon stored in the project over the long term. Proponents will be 
required to hand back carbon credits if they cause significant reversals in carbon stored by their project, for 
example, by deliberately clearing vegetation or through mismanagement of the project.

Natural disturbances

The Clean Energy Regulator may declare that a carbon maintenance obligation applies with respect to an area 
or areas of land if there is an unmet obligation to relinquish Australian carbon credit units or if the Clean Energy 
Regulator is satisfied that the person will not comply with the requirement within 90 days.
Obligations to relinquish Australian carbon credit units would be triggered if a project declaration is revoked. This 
might happen if, for example:
•	 a	project	is	not	properly	transferred;
•	 carbon	stores	are	deliberately	reversed;
•	 carbon	stores	are	not	re-established	following	a	natural	disturbance;	or
•	 a	person	provides	false	or	misleading	information	to	the	Clean	Energy	Regulator	in	relation	to	the	project.
A carbon maintenance obligation prevents a person from engaging in conduct that results or is likely to result in 
a reduction in carbon stores below the benchmark sequestration level, unless the conduct relates to an activity 
that has been expressly permitted in the declaration. The benchmark sequestration level is the amount of carbon 
sequestered in the relevant area or areas at the time that the carbon maintenance declaration was made.
The carbon maintenance obligation will continue to apply for 100 years after the first Australian carbon credit units 
were issued for the project or for 100 years after a new project area was added to the project. 
A carbon maintenance obligation can be revoked once any outstanding relinquishment obligation or penalties 
payable in relation to the project have been paid in full. Civil penalties will apply if carbon maintenance obligations 
are breached.
Example 3	 Landholder	A	has	a	CFI	sequestration	project	being	carried	out	on	their	property,	for	which	they	

are the project proponent. If Australian carbon credit units have been issued for the project, 
Landholder	A	is	obligated	to	maintain	the	carbon	on	their	property	for	100	years.	Should	
Landholder	A	decide	to	use	the	land	for	a	different	purpose,	they	would	have	to	relinquish	those,	
or	equivalent	credits,	in	order	to	close	the	project.	Should	Landholder	A	fail	to	make	the	necessary	
relinquishment, a carbon maintenance order may be imposed their property, preventing them from 
using the land for a different purpose.

Example 4	 Landholder	B	owns	a	property	on	which	a	CFI	sequestration	project	is	being	carried	out	by	
Proponent	X.	If	Australian	carbon	credit	units	have	been	issued	for	the	project,	the	proponent	
is	obligated	to	maintain	the	carbon	on	Landholder	B’s	property	for	100	years.	If	Landholder	B	
decides	to	use	the	land	for	a	different	purpose,	and	Proponent	X	has	been	issued	with	any	
Australian	carbon	credit	units	from	the	project,	Proponent	X	will	have	to	relinquish	those,	or	
equivalent	credits,	in	order	to	close	the	project.	Should	Proponent	X	fail	to	make	the	necessary	
relinquishment,	a	carbon	maintenance	order	may	be	imposed	on	Landholder	B’s	property,	
preventing them from using the land for a different purpose.

Carbon Maintenance 
Obligations (CMOs)

Please use a black or blue pen
Mark boxes like this    with a 4 or 8

Filling in the form

This form has 2 parts:
This section captures the details about the proposed project, including the type of project, its location, the 
proponent, and the land title for which the consent of eligible interest holder(s) is required.
Note: Part A must be completed and signed by the project proponent before Part B is completed by the eligible 
interest holder.

Part A – Proposed project 
details

This section collects the personal details, contact information and consent of the eligible interest holder. It must be 
signed, dated and witnessed.

Part B – Eligible interest 
holder’s details

When the form has been completed check that all questions have been answered and the form has been 
signed, dated and witnessed.

This completed form should then be returned to the proponent to accompany the application for the 
declaration under the CFI of an eligible sequestration offsets project.

Returning your form
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Part A – Proposed project details

2. What is the title of the project?

3. Land title number and location 
for which the consent is required

The project proponent must complete Part A BEFORE this form is provided to the eligible interest holder.  

1. Full name of the project 
proponent seeking consent

Family name

Land	title	number

Full name (individuals)

Given name(s)

Location	(including	street	address	where	applicable)

Mr Mrs Miss Ms Other

OR Name of company, body corporate, trustee, corporation sole, body politic 
or local government

Now provide this entire form (6 pages) to the eligible interest holder to complete Part B.  

4. Project proponent’s declaration
I represent and warrant that:

 as the signatory below, I am either the project proponent detailed above or I have the legal capacity and authority to bind the project 
proponent in respect of the matters contained in this form.

 all information provided in Part A of this form is complete, true and correct and not misleading by inclusion or omission. 
 I understand that the provision of false or misleading information is a serious offence under the Criminal Code Act 1995 and may have 

consequences under the Carbon Credits (Carbon Farming Initiative) Act 2011 and other laws.

Signature
-

Full name of signatory

Position in organisation (if applicable)

Date signed
dd mm yyyy

/            /

Carbon Farming Initiative
Eligible Interest Holder Consent
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Part B – Eligible interest holder’s details  
The eligible interest holder must complete Part B and return this form to the project proponent.  

6. Name of eligible interest holder

Family name

Full name (individuals)

First given name
Other given 
name(s)

If applicable:

Mr Mrs Miss Ms Other

OR Name of company, body corporate, trustee, corporation sole, body politic 
or local government (non-individuals)

ABN ACN

7. Mailing address

PostcodeState

Address line 1

Address line 2

Suburb/ 
City/Town

9. Contact numbers 
(including area code)

Primary Secondary

8. Contact email

5. Read this before answering any questions

This form has 6 pages. You (the eligible interest holder) must receive all 6 pages and the project proponent must fully complete 
Part A BEFORE you complete Part B.
It is strongly recommended that you:
•	 read	the	information	on	pages	1–3	
•	 read	and	understand	the	project	proposal	and	where	necessary	obtain	independent	advice	in	relation	to	providing	your	consent	

as an eligible interest holder, and
•	 check	that	the	project	details	in	Part	A	of	this	form	have	been	completed	and	are	correct.
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I represent and warrant, for or on behalf of the eligible interest holder, that:

 as the signatory below, I am either the eligible interest holder detailed in Part B of this form or I have the legal capacity and authority to bind 
the eligible interest holder in respect of the matters contained in this form.

 all information provided in Part B, or in relation to Part B, of this form is, on the basis of reasonable inquiries, complete, true, and correct and 
not misleading by inclusion or omission. 

 I understand that the provision of false or misleading information is a serious offence under the Criminal Code Act 1995 and may have 
consequences under the Carbon Credits (Carbon Farming Initiative) Act 2011 (CFI Act) and other laws.

 I understand that the proposed eligible offsets project must be maintained for a period of 100 years, if not terminated earlier under the 
provisions of the CFI Act.

 I understand that a Carbon Maintenance Obligation (CMO) may be placed over the project area in which I hold an interest during the term of 
the proposed CFI project.

 I consent to the application for declaration of the offsets project detailed in Part A of this form.

The eligible interest holder must complete and sign this consent. For non-individual interest holders (e.g. a company or body corporate), 
this consent must be completed and signed by a person who is authorised to bind the eligible interest holder.

10. Eligible interest holder’s consent

•	 Confirm	each	item	by	ticking	the	checkbox	
•	 Complete	and	sign	the	consent
•	 Have	a	witness	sign	the	consent

4

Signature -
Full name of signatory

Position in organisation (if applicable)

Date signed
dd mm yyyy

/            /

Signature of 
witness -

Full name and address of witness

Witness  
contact number

Date witness signed
dd mm yyyy

/            /

Privacy and secrecy
The Clean Energy Regulator is bound by the Privacy Act 1988 and the secrecy provisions in the Carbon Credits (Carbon Farming Initiative) Act 2011 
(CFI Act) and the Clean Energy Regulator Act 2011 (CER Act). 
The Clean Energy Regulator is authorised under the CFI Act and the Carbon Credits (Carbon Farming Initiative) Regulations 2011 to ask for the 
information in this form. This information is required to validate that a project proponent has received the consent of all relevant interest holders for 
the application for declaration of an eligible offsets project under the CFI Act.
Any personal information that is submitted as part of this form will be securely stored. Any personal information will be used in relation to making 
a decision about the application and may also be used and disclosed for any other relevant purpose under the CFI Act, CFI Regulations or related 
laws (including the Australian National Registry of Emissions Units Act 2011	and	the	Clean	Energy	Legislation	Package).	Personal	information	may	
also be used for consultation purposes or to contact persons in the future. Any other use or disclosure of personal information will occur only if that is 
not inconsistent with the terms of the Privacy Act, CFI Act, CER Act or any other relevant Commonwealth law. 
If you have any questions about privacy or secrecy issues please contact:
Privacy	Contact	Officer 
Clean Energy Regulator 
GPO Box 621 
Canberra ACT 2601
Phone:	+61	2	6159	3100
Website: www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au

Now provide this completed form to the project proponent to lodge with their application for the project.  
It is recommended that you keep a copy of the completed form for your own records.

Type of interest held (e.g. registered mortgage holder, freehold owner, lessee)


