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YOUR RIGHTS WHEN CONDUCTING ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTESTS IN VICTORIA 
 
 
Protest is a common tool used by people who want to raise awareness about and protect the 
environment.  Non-violent protest and other forms of environmental activism have played a 
crucial role in enhancing Australia’s environmental laws, and preventing damage to the 
environment.  
 
Protests can sometimes involve police, or authorised officers (such as, in the case of forest 
protests, employees of the Department of Sustainability and Environment).  Potentially, people 
can be arrested and charged with offences. 
 
Getting arrested can have serious consequences, including on your options for future work, or 
travel.    
 
The purpose of this fact sheet is to help you understand what your rights are in these sorts of 
situations - when you could be arrested and what you could be charged with.    
 
This factsheet relates only to the law that applies in Victoria, on Victorian land and not 
Commonwealth owned land.  If you have a query about Commonwealth law, please contact the 
EDO.  
 

 

DEALING WITH POLICE 
 
Do I have to give my name and address to a police officer?  Yes. 
 
You must give police officers your name and address if the officer reasonably believes that: 
 

 you have committed or are about to commit any offence; or 

 you may be able to assist the investigation of a indictable (that is, a very serious) offence 
or suspected indictable offence.

1
 

 
If a police officer makes such a request, they must tell you why they believe you have committed 
or may commit an offence, or why you could assist with an investigation into an offence.  The 
officer must give you sufficient detail for you to understand the offence they are referring to. 
 
If the police officer complies with these requirements, and you fail to give your name and address, 
or give a false name or address, you can be charged and fined up to around $600.

2
  

 
You must provide your name, address and driver’s licence when driving a motor vehicle if asked 
by a police officer, or an authorized officer.

3
 

                                                 
1
 Crimes Act 1958 s 456AA. 

2
 Crimes Act 1958 s 456AA(3). 
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Are police officers required to provide me with their details? Yes. 
 
If a police officer asks for your details, you can ask the police officer for theirs, including: 
 

 Their name; 

 Their rank; and 

 The police station where they work.
4
 

 
You can ask for these details in writing.   
 
If the police officer refuses to give you this information, they can be charged and fined up to 
around $600.

5
  For the police officer to be charged, you will need to make a complaint to the 

officer’s police station, to the Victoria Police Ethical Standards Department or the Office of Police 
Integrity.  If you want to make a complaint, you should ask a lawyer for help.     
 

Do I have to answer any other questions from the police?  No. 
 
Other than providing your details, you do not have to answer any other police questions — you 
can remain silent, or say ‘no comment’.

6
  Police officers can use anything you say to arrest or 

charge you.       
 
There is no such thing as an ‘off the record’ conversation.       
 
If you are arrested and put in custody, the police may try to question you formally.  Before any 
questioning begins the police must allow you to phone a lawyer.  You must also be allowed to try 
to contact a friend or relative.

7
  In an interview, you still have a right to remain silent, and this 

silence cannot be used against you in court.  
 
The police officer must inform you of these rights before they begin questioning you.

8
   

  

Do police have right to take my photograph?  No. 
 
You have the right to refuse to have your photo taken by police.  If you do not want to be 
photographed, you should make your objection clear.  A police officer cannot use force to take 
your photo.  If a police officer takes your photo against your wishes you can lodge a complaint. 
 
The Information Privacy Principles (described in more detail below) apply to police officers, and 
the collection by police officers of your personal information, including your photograph.

9
  

However, the police are not required to comply with certain Principles if they believe on 

                                                                                                                                                 
3
 Road Safety Act 1986  s 59. 

4
 Crimes Act 1958 s 456AA. 

5
 Crimes Act 1958 s 456AA(5). 

6
 Crimes Act 1958 s 464J.   

7
 Crimes Act 1958 s 464C. 

8
 Crimes Act 1958 s 464C(1). 

9
 Information Privacy Act 2000 s 9. 
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reasonable grounds that non-compliance is necessary as part of their law enforcement functions, 
or for the purpose of their community policing functions.

10
 

 

When can the police arrest me? 
 
A police officer can arrest you if: 
 

 They have a reasonable belief that you have broken a law
11

; or 

 They have a warrant.
12

 
 

An arrest can involve the police officer touching you, or simply saying ‘you are under arrest’.  If a 
police officer arrests you, you should ask for the reason.   
 
If you are arrested but refuse to go with the police, the police officer can charge you with resisting 
arrest.  This can involve penalties of a fine or a jail term and can involve the payment of any 
additional sum to cover any damage you cause by resisting arrest.

13
   

Police officers can also use ‘reasonable’ force to arrest you.
14

 

 
When can the police detain me?     
 
The police cannot hold you against your will for any reason (including taking you to the police 
station), unless they first arrest you.

15
   

 
If you do not want to accompany police, make it very clear that you do not consent to questioning 
or going to the police station. 
 
If you are arrested, the police will take you ‘into custody’; that is, they will take you to the police 
station, custody centre or a cell at a court.   
 
Once in custody, the police must either charge you, or release you.  If the police wish to charge 
you, they must do so within a ‘reasonable time’ of putting you in custody.

16
  What is a ‘reasonable 

time’ is not defined: it will depend on the nature and seriousness of the offence, and the length of 
questions.  
 

Must I give fingerprints?  It depends. 
 
You must give fingerprints to the police if: 
 

 You are aged 15 or over; and 
 

                                                 
10

 Information Privacy Act 2000 s 13. 
11

 Crimes Act 1958 ss458, 459. 
12

 Crimes Act 1958 ss464X, 457. 
13

 Summary Offences Act 1966, s 52(1). 
14

 Crimes Act 1958 s462A. 
15

 Crimes Act 1958 s464I.  
16

 Crimes Act 1958 s464A. 
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 The police officer believes on reasonable grounds that you have committed, or you have 
been charged with, an indictable offence or specified summary offences, such as a 
summary offence for which the maximum penalty includes imprisonment.

17
  

 
The police officer must inform you of the reason why you are being fingerprinted, including the 
offence you are alleged to have committed. Police can use reasonable force to obtain 
fingerprints. For children aged 15, 16 and 17 a parent, guardian or independent person must be 
present when the police officer requests to take and takes the fingerprints.   
 
You do not have to give fingerprints if: 
 

 The police have not charged you with, or have no grounds for suspecting you have 
committed, an indictable or specified summary offence; or 

 

 You are a child under 10 years old.
 18

 
 

 

What if I have been mistreated by police? 
 
You can make complaints about police conduct to: 
 

 The Victoria Police Ethical Standards Department. 

 The Office of Police Integrity. 

 Ombudsman Victoria. 
 
If you wish to make a complaint about a police officer, you should do so as soon as possible.  
You should seek the help of a lawyer.   
 
In addition to making a complaint, you may be able to sue Victoria Police in court for 
compensation if you think that a police officer has caused you physical injury.  You will need legal 
assistance to pursue this. 
 
If you wish to make a complaint or pursue legal action against a police officer, you should do the 
following things as soon as you can: 
 

 Put together a written record of what happened, including details of the police officer’s 
name and rank, and all relevant times and dates. 
 

 If you have been hurt, immediately see a doctor and take photographs of your injuries. 
 

 Get the details of any person who may have witnessed the events. 
 

 Contact a lawyer. 

 

DEALING WITH AUTHORISED OFFICERS 

                                                 
17

 Crimes Act 1958 s464K.  The relevant summary offences are listed in Schedule 7 of the 
Crimes Act 1958. 
18

 Crimes Act 1958, s464L. 
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What is an ‘authorised officer’?  
 
An ‘authorised officer’ is someone who is appointed by government under a particular piece of 
legislation to enforce certain rules.  Authorised officers are different to police officers: they only 
have powers to enforce certain laws.   
 
The most common type of authorised officer, often encountered by forest protesters, is an officer 
appointed under the Conservation, Forests and Lands Act 1987.  These officers are usually 
Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) employees.

19
  Authorised DSE officers have 

powers to enforce offences that relate to State Forests under the Forests Act 1958, the 
Sustainable Forests (Timber) Act 2004 and, most commonly, the Safety on Public Land Act 2004.   
 
Other types of authorised officers can include: 
 

 VicRoads employees appointed under the Road Management Act 2004. 
 

 Council employees appointed under the Local Government Act 1989 or the Public Health 
and Wellbeing Act 2008. 

 

 Department of Primary Industries officers appointed under the Prevention of Cruely to 
Animals Act 1986. 
 

 An officer appointed under the Water Act 1989.  
 

If an authorised officer attempts to exercise their powers, you should ask them to identify 
themselves and what their official status is.  
 
Authorised officers often work in coordination with police, who will look on and may assist if 
necessary (for example, with arrests). 
 

Do I have to provide my name and address to an authorised officer?  Yes. 
 
Authorised officers often have powers to require you to provide your details if they reasonably 
believe that you have committed or are committing an offence against the Act under which they 
are appointed.   
 
For example, authorised DSE officers can ask you for your name and address if they have a 
belief based on reasonable grounds that you are committing an offence against the Safety on 
Public Land Act 2004 or the Forests Act 1958.

20
  The authorised DSE officer can require you to 

provide evidence of you name and address, if they believe that the details you provide are false.
21

  

                                                 
19

Conservation, Forests and Land Act 1987, s83. But can also include VicForest employees. 
Authorised officers are prohibited from trading in forest produce, or having any interest in any 
lease, licence or permit for land or the working of any forest produce. 
19

 This means a forest worker cannot be an authorised officer. 
20

 Safety on Public Land Act 2004 s 17, Forests Act 1958 s 95A. 
21

 Forests Act 1958 s95A, Safety on Public Land Act 2004 s 17. 
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You must provide this evidence, unless you have a reasonable excuse (for example, if you have 
no such evidence on you).   
 
Similarly, an authorised Council officer can demand your name and address if they reasonably 
suspect you have committed or are about to commit an offence against any Act, regulation or 
local law which they are appointed to enforce.

22
   

 
Both authorised DSE officers and authorised Council officers must tell you the grounds their belief 
that you are committing or about to commit an offence.

23
   

 
 
If you fail to provide your name and address to an authorised DSE officer, provide false details, or 
refuse to provide evidence of your details without reasonable excuse you can be fined up to 
around $600.

24
  The officer must inform you of this if they wish to charge you.  If you fail to give 

your name and address to an authorised Council officer, you can be liable for a fine of up to 
around $7,300.

25
 

 

Does an authorised officer have to provide me with their details? Yes. 
 
Usually, authorised officers are required to provide you with their name, and of their status as an 
authorised officer.  
 
For example, if an authorised DSE officer asks for your name and address, they must also 
provide you with proof of their identity if you ask.

26
  Similarly, an authorised DSE officer cannot 

direct you to leave a public safety zone without first showing you proof of their identify and official 
status.

27
   

 
Authorised Council officers must, if requested to do so, produce their identify card, which must 
contain their photo, their signature and the signature of a member of Council.

28
  

 

Do I have to answer any other questions from an authorised officer? No. 
 
As with the police, other than providing your name and address, you do not have to answer any 
other questions from any authorised officers: you have a right to remain silent or say ‘no 
comment’.  
 
As with the police, there is no such thing as an ‘off the record’ conversation. Anything you say can 
be used against you if you are later charged and prosecuted in court.  
 

Can an authorised officer arrest me? Yes. 
 

                                                 
22

 Local Government Act 1989 s 224(6). 
23

 Forests Act 1958 s95A, Safety on Public Land Act 2004 s 17, Local Government Act 1989 s 
224(6A). 
24

 Forests Act 1958 s95A(3), Safety on Public Land Act 2004 s17(3).  
25

 Local Government Act 1989 s 224(8). 
26

 Forests Act 1958 s 95B, Safety on Public Land Act 2004 s 17(6). 
27

 Safety on Public Land Act  2004 s 14. 
28

 Local Government Act 1989 s224(4). 
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Under the Crimes Act 1958, any person (not just police) can carry out a ‘citizen’s arrest’: that is, 
they can apprehend another person committing a statutory or common law offence, where they 
believe on reasonably grounds that the apprehension is necessary to preserve public order or to 
prevent the continuation of the offence, or for other reasons.

29
  This includes authorised officers.   

 
If you are arrested by an authorised officer using these powers, you can only be held in custody 
so long as the officer’s reasonably believes that the apprehension is necessary.

30
  

 
In some instances, authorised officers using citizen’s arrests powers may be entitled to use such 
force as is believe on reasonable grounds to be necessary.

31
 

 

Are authorised officers required to comply with the Information Privacy 
Principles? Yes.  
 
Councils, public sector agencies and authorised officers, as well as some service contractors

32
 

are required to comply with the Information Privacy Principles.  The Information Privacy Principles 
are rules about when and how your personal information may be collected and used.

33
  Your 

personal information includes your name and address, but also photographs of you.  
 
For example, one of the Principles states that a person or organisation bound by the principles 
must not collect your personal information unless it is necessary for their agency’s functions or 
activities, and that the person or organisation must only collect personal information by lawful and 
fair means, and not in a unreasonably intrusive way.  The organisation must also take reasonable 
steps to inform you about why the information is being collected, among other things.

34
  The 

Principles also state that the person or organisation collecting your personal information can only 
use it for the purpose for which it was collected, or for another purpose which you would 
reasonably expect.

35
  The complete list of the Principles can be accessed in the Information 

Privacy Act 2000 or on the Privacy Commissioner’s website.
36

 
  
An agency acting in a law enforcement capacity is not required to comply with some of the 
Information Privacy Principles.

37
  This does not apply, however, to individual authorised officers.  

 
If you believe that there has been a breach of the Information Privacy Principles, you can 
complain to the Privacy Commissioner.  The Commissioner has the power to refer matters to the 
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT). 
 
If you are concerned that your information, such as your photograph, have been collected 
inappropriately and want to know if there has been a breach of the Information Privacy Principles, 
you should contact a lawyer.  

                                                 
29

 Crimes Act 1958 s 458(1). 
30

 Crimes Act 1958 s 458(3). 
31

 Crimes Act 1958 s 462A. 
32

 Only in relation to the provision of services under a State contract, which contains a provision 
requiring the contractor to comply with the Information Privacy Principles.  
33

 Information Privacy Act 2000 s 9. 
34

 Information Privacy Act 2000, Information Privacy Principle 1.3. 
35

 Information Privacy Act 2000, Information Privacy Principle 1 and 2. 
36

 www.privacy.vic.gov.au. 
37

 Information Privacy Act 2000 s 13. 
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What other powers do authorised officers have? 
 
The powers of appointed authorised officers depend on the legislation they are appointed under.  
 
Authorised DSE officers have the powers to do the following: 
 

 Direct you to leave a public safety zone.
38

 
 

 Seize and remove ‘abandoned goods’ (that is, property you have left unattended in a 
State Forest).

39
 

 

 Seize any item used or being used in the commission of an offence (although the officer 
must provide a receipt).

40
 

 

 Start proceedings against you for committing certain offences in reserved forest
41

. 

 
Is it an offence to threaten, abuse or hinder an authorised officer? Yes. 
 
It is an offence to threaten or abuse an authorised DSE officer exercising their duties or powers 
under the Sustainable Forests (Timber) Act 2004

42
 or the Forests Act 1958.

43
  It is an also an 

offence to hinder or obstruct, without reasonable excuse, an authorised DSE officer carrying out 
their duties or powers under the Sustainable Forests (Timber) Act 2004

44
, Forests Act 1958

45
 or 

the Safety on Public Land Act 2004.46  If you commit any of these offences, you can be fined up 

to around $7,400. 
 
It is an offence to hinder or obstruct an authorised Council officer performing their duties, with a 
maximum fine of around $7,300.

47
 

 

 
COMMON OFFENCES USED AGAINST ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTESTORS 
 
Offences against police officers and other authorities 
 
It is an offence to assault, resist, obstruct, hinder or delay a police officer carrying out their duties.  
This includes resisting your arrest (or someone else’s arrest).  The maximum penalty is six 

                                                 
38

 Safety on Public Land Act 2004 s 14. 
39

 Forest Act 1958 s 95C. 
40

 Forests Act 1958 s 95F; Sustainable Forests (Timber) Act 2004 s 88. 
41

 Forests Act 1958 s 78(2). 
42

 Sustainable Forests (Timber) Act s 87. 
43

 Forests Act 1958 s 96B. 
44

 Sustainable Forests (Timber) Act 2004 s 86. 
45

 Forests Act 1958 s 96A. 
46

 Safety on Public Land Act 2004 s 20. 
47

 Local Government Act 1989 s 224(8). 



Last updated: November 2011 

 

months jail, or around $3,000.
48

  In addition, if you are found guilty of this offence, the court can 
order you to pay for any damage sustained by the officer.

49
 

 
This offence also applies to obstructing officers of local authorities, such as local Council 
officers.

50
  

 

Trespass 
 
Any person who is on the land of another without authorisation, whether public land or private 
land, and who refuses or neglects to leave the property after being warned by the owner, 
occupier or their authorised representative can be found guilty of trespass.  The maximum 
penalty is six months jail or a fine of around $3,000.

51
 

 
A ‘public space’ can include gardens, parks, highways, public halls or any place which the public 
can enter with or without payment.  
 
Police officers usually have a power to order you to ‘move on’ – that is, they can direct you to 
leave a public place if they suspect on reasonable grounds that you are, or are likely to be, 
breaching the peace or endangering the safety or another person, or if your behaviour is likely to 
cause injury to a person or property, or is otherwise a risk to public safety.

52
  However, police 

officers do not have this power if you are protesting.  Protesting in this case includes picketing a 
place of employment, demonstrating/protesting about a particular issue, or speaking, bearing a 
banner or sign in a way that is intended to publicise your views about a particular issue.

53
   

 
Obstruction 
 
It is an offence for a person, together with others, wilfully use a crowd to obstruct, hinder or 
impede any person’s lawful right to enter, use or leave premises (whether public or private), 
unless there is authorisation to do so.

54
  The maximum fine for this offence is around $1,800 or 3 

months imprisonment.  In addition, if you are found guilty of this offence, the court can order you 
to pay for any damage sustained by the officer.

55
 

 

 
Offences relating to weapons 
 
It is an offence to possess, carry or use weapons such as knives, unless they are being carried in 
a safe and secure manner for a lawful purpose (such as employment, sport, recreation or 
entertainment).

56
  This offence could apply even if you were carrying the knife (such as a pen-

                                                 
48

 Summary Offences Act 1966 s 52(1). 
49

 Summary Offences Act 1966 s 51(3). 
50

 Summary Offences Act 1966 s 52(1). 
51

 Summary Offences Act 1966 s 9(1). 
52

 Summary Offences Act 1966 s 6(1). 
53

 Summary Offences Act 1966 s 6(5). 
54

 Summary Offences Act 1966 s 52(1A). 
55

 Summary Offences Act 1966 s 51(3). 
56

 Control of Weapons Act 1990 s 6. 
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knife) for cooking or camping purposes at a protest.  The maximum penalty for this offence is one 
years imprisonment, or around $14,700.

57
  

 
Weapons such as flick knives, daggers, swords and other types of knives are ‘prohibited 
weapons’ and must not be possessed, made, brought into, carried or used in Victoria.

58
  

 

Forest protests 
 
In forest protests, the most commonly charged offences are those under the Safety on Public 
Land Act 2004.  Under this Act, the DSE can declare certain areas of State forest to be a ‘public 
safety zone’.

59
  Information about the public safety zone, including the area it applies to, must be 

published online (usually on the DSE website), and on a notice conspicuously displayed near the 
zone.

60
   

 
It is an offence to: 
 

 Carry out any activity in a public safety zone in contravention of the public safety zone 
declaration (up to about $2,400)

61
. 

 

 Refuse to leave a public safety zone after a DSE authorised officer has asked you to 
leave (provided the officer gives proof of their identity and official status)(up to about 
$2,400)

62
. 

 

 Following a direction to leave a public safety zone, to re-enter the zone, or to attempt to 
re-enter (up to about $2,400)

63
. 

 

 Hinder or obstruct an authorised DSE officer exercising their duties and powers, without 
reasonable excuse (up to around $7,300)

64
. 

 

 Fail to give your correct name and address to an authorised DSE officer, if the officer 
reasonably believes you have committed an offence, and they have identified themselves 
(up to around $6,100)

65
. 

  
Other Acts relating to forests also include offences, although these are now used less often than 
those described above.  For example, under the Catchment, Forests and Lands Act 1987 it is an 
offence to hinder or obstruct another person in the lawful carrying out of forest operations.

66
  If 

you are found guilty of this offence, you can be fined up to around $2,500. 
 

                                                 
57

 Control of Weapons Act 1990 s 6(1). 
58

 Control of Weapons Act 1990 s 5. 
59

 Safety on Public Land Act 2004 s 4. 
60

 Safety on Public Land Act 2004 s 5,7,11. 
61

 Safety on Public Land Act 2004 s 13(1). 
62

 Safety on Public Land Act 2004 s 14(3). 
63

 Safety on Public Land Act 2004 s 15.. 
64

 Safety on Public Land Act 2004 s 20. 
65

 Safety on Public Land Act 2004 s17(3). 
66

 Conservation, Forests and Lands Act 1987, s95A. 
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What constitutes a ‘lawful forestry operation’ for the purposes of this offence can be the subject of 
some argument. In the past, protesters have successfully appealed against an obstruction charge 
because the Code of Forests Practices had not been complied with.  The argument that you are 
protesting unlawful forest activities is not available for offences under the Safety on Public Land 
Act 2004.  
 

Electricity industry protests 
 
In addition to the trespass offence described above, the Electricity Industry Act 2000 contains 
specific offences relating to ‘critical electricity infrastructure’, which includes certain large 
electricity generation facilities

67
, a related coal mine or substation, terminal station or distribution 

system or transmission system switchyard. 
 
Under this Act, it is an offence to be on land or premises or in an enclosure containing critical 
electricity infrastructure without authority.

68
  The maximum penalty is one years imprisonment.   

  
The Act also contains offences which apply if a person interferes with equipment that forms part 
of critical electricity infrastructure (including certain vehicles) and they are reckless as to whether 
this will disrupt the generation, transmission or distribution of electricity.  The maximum penalty 
for this is imprisonment for up to two years

69
.  

 

 

WHERE CAN I GET MORE INFORMATION? 
 
Other useful legal guides for protesters include: 
 

 Lawyers for Forests Inc, Legal Guide for Forest Activists in Victoria, 2010. 
 

 Fitzroy Legal Service Inc, The Law Handbook, revised annually. 
 

 Fitzroy Legal Service Inc, Activist Rights Website, www.ActivistRights.org.au 
 

 Victoria Legal Aid and Flemington & Kensington Community Legal Centre, Police 
Powers: Your Rights in Victoria, August 2011.  

 
If you need to contact a lawyer: 
 

 Environment Defenders Office:  We are an office of lawyers that works on matters of 
environmental public interest.  We can provide you with free legal information and advice 
over the phone, and provide legal representation in some cases.  If we can’t help you 
straight away, we might be able to arrange a referral to someone who can. 
 
Phone: 8341 3103 
Website: www.edovic.org.au 

                                                 
67

 That is, electricity generation facilities that have an installed or name plate generation capacity 
of 1,000 kVA or greater, and include a water storage facility (Electricity Industry Act 2000 s 3). 
68

 Electricity Industry Act 2000, s 79. 
69

 Electricity Industry Act 2000 s 80(1). 
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 Lawyers for Forests:  Lawyers for Forests is an association of legal professionals 
focused on protecting and conserving Victoria’s native forests.  Lawyers for Forests 
provides information to conservationists and forest activists on rights and responsibilities 
when undertaking protests, and can provide referrals to free legal advice and 
representation to people who have been charged with protest-related offences. 
 
Email: lff@lawyersforforests.asn.au 
Phone: 0423 254 514 
Website: http://lawyersforforests.asn.au 

 

 Victoria Legal Aid:  Victoria Legal Aid is a state-wide organization that can provide legal 
assistance to socially and economically disadvantaged people in Victoria.  
 
Phone: 9269 0120 or 1800 677 402 
Website: www.legalaid.vic.gov.au 

 

 Community Legal Centres:  Community Legal Centres are independent community 
organisations that provide legal advice to the public, particularly for those facing 
economic and social disadvantage.  Victoria has 49 Community Legal Centres based all 
around the State.  To find your nearest Community Legal Centre, contact the Federation 
of Legal Centres. 
 
Phone: 9652 1500 
Website: www.communitylaw.org.au   

 

mailto:lff@lawyersforforests.asn.au
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ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT DEFENDERS OFFICE (VICTORIA) 
LTD 
 
The Environment Defenders Office (Victoria) Ltd (EDO) is a Community Legal Centre specialising 
in public interest environmental law. Our mission is to support, empower and advocate for 
individuals and groups in Victoria who want to use the law and legal system to protect the 
environment. We are dedicated to a community that values and protects a healthy environment 
and support this vision through the provision of information, advocacy and advice. In addition to 
Victorian-based activities, the EDO is a member of a national network of EDOs working to protect 

Australia‟s environment through environmental law.  
 
If you have a query about anything in this Guide, or would like the Environment Defenders Office 
to assist you to protect the environment, please call us: 
 

8341 3100 (metropolitan) or 1300 336 842 (regional) 
 

To learn more about the EDO – who we are and what we do – please visit our website:  
 

www.edovic.org.au 
 

 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
While all care has been taken in preparing the information on this fact sheet, it is not a substitute 
for legal advice. For any specific questions seek legal advice. The Environment Defenders Office 
accepts no responsibility for any loss or damage suffered by people relying on the information on 
this fact sheet. 
 

http://www.edovic.org.au/

