
Climate Change and Sea Level Rise are 

becoming very important to our community 

and all levels of government are working to 

develop responses to ensure these matters 

are given appropriate consideration in all 

facets of planning.

Standard Instrument LEP Template

The State Government’s Standard Instrument 

LEP Template (Standard Template) contains a 

standard clause in relation to development within 

coastal zones. The objective of this clause is to 

protect the coastal environment of the State and 

to implement the principles of the NSW Coastal 

Policy. As such, a number of matters need to 

be considered, including climate change and 

the affect of sea level rise. There are no specific 

directions in relation to zones or development 

controls to respond to climate change.

Council’s strategic climate change investigations 

need to progress further before specific 

development controls are able to be drafted and 

incorporated into DLEP 2009 and DDCP 2009. 

The strategic direction chosen by Council, in 

consultation with the community, will influence 

the type of landuse planning required in DLEP 

2009 and DDCP 2009. On this basis, the DLEP 

2009 does not contain specific provisions in 

relation to planning for sea level rise or  

climate change.

Council Response to Climate 
Change and Sea Level Rise

On 1 December 2009, Council resolved to adopt 

0.9 m as the Sea Level Rise Planning Level for 

the year 2100 (in line with State Government 

and Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

(IPCC) projections). This was in response to the 

public exhibition (during the period 12 August to 

18 September 2009) of sea level rise maps, and 

other climate change information.
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This level will be the basis for Council staff 

to proceed with risk assessment, policy 

development, and strategic planning decisions. 

It will be used in all relevant strategic decisions 

and processes to enable the preparation 

of management options for development 

controls. It is also to be used in all relevant asset 

management and capital works project planning 

processes. The adoption of this level is an initial 

step that will assist Council to work with its 

community through this complex and multi-

faceted challenge. 

Council will also take other positive actions in 

relation to climate change. These include: 

• Liaising with State and Federal Government 

regarding ongoing studies and  adopting 

State-wide actions.

• Reducing greenhouse gas emissions from 

Council’s operations

• Providing education to encourage residents 

to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions

• Adapting to the impacts of climate change 

and global warming

• Sharing information to improve 

understanding of the implications of climate 

change and global warming 

• Investigating ways to improve public 

transport systems, footpaths and cycleways 

to reduce vehicular trips

• Ensuring consideration of implications in 

the planning process, e.g. a direct action 

is to continue to construct new buildings 

to minimum floor levels in consideration of 

coastal and estuary hazards

Council will continue to improve its response to 

climate change and is currently formulating a 

Climate Change Mitigation Strategy which will be 

implemented. 
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This project will include corporate and community strategies 

and actions for Council to achieve targets. 

Council will continue to participate in the International 

Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) Oceania 

Adaptive and Resilient Communities (ARC) program. The 

aim of the ARC Program is to support local governments in 

Australia in systematically addressing the impacts of climate 

change at the local level.

Council is currently re-assessing coastal hazards through 

the incorporation of sea level rise benchmarks and climate 

change impacts, and preparing a number of flood studies 

that will incorporate the sea level rise planning level. The 

outcomes will be addressed in the Brisbane Water Estuary 

Management Study, Gosford Lagoons Processes Study,  the 

Open Coast and Broken Bay Beaches Coastal Processes 

and Hazard Reassessment and flood studies for the various 

catchments in the LGA, including Erina and Narara Creeks. 

Management Plans will form part of these studies which will 

then be implemented.

Engagement with community networks and interest groups 

will be essential as Council adapts and responds to climate 

change and sea level rise. The objective is to be more 

resilient to  the impacts of climate change  and to have 

appropriate local planning controls in place to mitigate 

against impacts.

Broader NSW Government Response to 
Climate Change and Sea Level Rise

There are a number of State Government responses to 

climate change and sea level rise, including its Sea Level Rise 

Policy Statement which outlines the Government’s objectives 

and commitments in regards to sea level rise adaptation.

The NSW Coastline Management (1990) and NSW 

Floodplain Development (1995) Manuals  will inform and be 

consistent with any LEP. 

The draft NSW Coastal Planning Guideline: Adapting to Sea 

Level Rise (November 2009) will have significant planning 

implications for areas along the coast and around Brisbane 

Water that are vulnerable to sea level rise.  

The Department of Environment and Climate Change 

and Water (DECCW) has advised  that  it cannot provide 

specific advice to Council regarding the impacts of 

climate change at  this point in time. DECCW will be 

undertaking a full biophysical interpretation of the 

Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research 

Organisation (CSIRO) 2007 climate data and will provide 

comprehensive regionalised data sets (Central Coast, 

Hunter, Mid North Coast, etc) which can then be used by 

Council to further inform our strategic planning. 

Please note: this document has been prepared to assist you in understanding the draft Gosford LEP and DCP and should not be relied on 

in preparing a formal submission. Any submission should be based on the formal exhibition material exhibited at Council’s Administration 

Building, the Erina Centre or Woy Woy Library.
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